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B0TH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE BIRTH OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS

His Life and

Times Vividly

Portrayed by Charles W. *
Chesnutt.

So far something like one dosen
books and phamphlets have been
written and published pertaining to
the rise of Frederick Douglass, from
the lowest depths of slavery and pov-
erty, to the highest promienence in
all the affairs, of this great natiom,
and while all of these books or pham-
phlets have been exceedingly instruc-
tive as to the doings of Frederick
Dounglass, none of them can surpass
the latest life of that great historical
character by Charles W. Chesnutt,
who is the foremost Afro.American
writer in America, and his classical
literary productions, should find their
way into the homes of every race or
liberty loving Negro throughout this
broad land. : e

—  In bis new book on the Tile snd.
Times of Frederick Douglass, Mr.
Chesnutt, very vividly and facinating
ly traces or portrays his stormy oar-
¢er from the slave pen to the lecture
pliatform, the editor’s chair, and on
up to United States Marshal and Re-
corder of Deeds for the District of Co-
umbia, -

The biographical sketch of the Life
&nd Times of Frederick Douglass, as
set forth by Mr. Chesnutt, is as fol-
lows: Frederick Douglass was bormn
at Tuckahoe, near Easton, Talbot
County, Maryland, the Ilatter part
of Febrnary, in 1817, and if he
was on earth, today he would be eigh-
¥ nine years old. The first few years
of his boyhood days were spent with
the other slaves on the farm, and in
March 1825 he was sent to Baltimore
to live with a relative of his master,
and in 1833, he was taken to Bt
Michzel's Md., to live again with his
master,

January, 1834, he was sent to lve
with Edward Covey, a slave-breaker,
with whom he spent the year; but
the slave-breaker could mever break
Frederick Douglass, and each day or
every time the slavebreaker attempt-
ed to whlp him, he stood up ke &
brave man and foyght him to a stand
st In 1835-236 he was Kired to Wil-
llam Freeland: he made his first un-
successful attempt to escape from sla-
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subjects, and while In- England he
wag presented with sufficient money
to purchase his freedom, and to es-
tablish a newspaper. On returning to
the United States in 1847, he moved
with his family to Rochester, New
York. Where he established hls pa-
per, The North Star, or Frederick
Douglass’ Paper, which he ably edited
for seventeen long years, and he mort-
gaged his home and all his possessions
for the purpose of ralsing money In
order to keep it going, for then as
now the vast majority of the free Col-
ored People residing in the North had
not the faintest conception of the
power and influence which newspap-
ers exert over the minds of the Peo-
ple, in the discussion of all subjects
effecting thely rights.qnd their Bber-
ties.

In 184849 he visited Johm Brown,
at Springfield, Mass., And lectured on
slavery and Woman Suffrage, and as-
sisted in the escape of fugitive slaves.
In 1852, he supported the Free Soil
Party, and was elected delegate to
the Free Soil covention at Pittsburg,
Pa, and delivered speeches along with
John P, Hale, the Jeffersonian Demo-
crat who was the nominee of the Free
Soll Party, for President of the United
States In 1852, and who was appoint-
ed as minister to Russia by Abraham
Lincoiln. In 18568 Frederick Douglass
supported Fremont and Dayton for
President and Vice-President of the
United States, established Douglass’
monthly, entertained John Brown at
his home in Rochester, visited Eng-
land for the second time In 1869, lec-
tured and spoke in England and Scot-
land for six months, and arrived in
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FREDERICK DOUGLASS .

Whose matchless oratory or eloguence swayed the people on two conti-
nents during the agitation of the slavery question in America and whose
labors in behalf of his fellow creatures In chains will never grow dim in the
hearts of those who truly love justios and liberty!

1893, he acted as commissioper for
Halt{ at the World's Columbian Expo-
sition at Chicago.

Feb. 20, 1865, death of Frederick
Douglass st his elegant residence OB
Anacostia Heights, Washington, D, C
his funeral which was attended by
distingulshed men and women of both
races, was one of the largest ever held
at the Capital of the nation, and his
remains were transported to his oid
home, at Rochester, New York, for in-
terment, where a substantial monu-
ment has been erected to his memory.

The latter part of February, 1888,
the writer and Mrs. Taylor had the
honor and the exireme pleasure of at-
tending the T1st birthday anniversary
of Frederick Douglass at the Metro-
politan church, Washington, D. C, and
for one hour we had the honor of
sitting by bis side, and Mir. Dougiass
related to us some of the trials and
hardships he endured while lecturing
throughout the North and West, and
he sald that “away back In the 50's
he visited Peoria, IIl, for the purpose
o? delivering an antislavery oration,”
but there was not one hotel or lodg
ing house in that town which would
sell him anything to eat or a bed to
sleep In for loye or money. Col. Rob-
ert G. Ingersoll, the infidel, whose
{ather was a Presbyterian minister,
was the only man in Peoria who had
the courage to frown upon the Chris-

about the same time, and he Was con-
conditions
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eradle to the grave, AfAguratively
speaking, in season and out of sea-
son, he manfully contended for the
£ull manhood rights of all men regard-
tless of their race or nationality. To-
while celebrating the £9th anni-
versary of his birth, It is well to re-
member that he never used strong H-
quor nor tobacco in any manner,
shape or form; that his language was
always pure and as clean as a snow-
white lily; that he held all decent
women in the highest esteem, and In
these respects It would be well if all
men and many women followed In the
footsteps of Frederick Douglass!

The Death of Paul Laurence Dunbar,
the Famous Poet o

“Last Friday night Paul Laurence
Dunbar, who had become famous as
a poet throughout the civilizsed world,
passed away at his home in Dayton,
Ohilo.

Beginning life as an elevator boy,
he gradually rose in the literary world
until he became the acknowledged
poet of the Afro-American race, and
his writings were on a par with the
greatest poets of the age.

He was in his 34th year at the time
of his death, and he was the author
of well on to twenty-one books. His
death will be a great loss to the lov
es of poetry and fiction.

NOTES FROM NORMAL, ALABAMA.

WHERE LIFS THE BLAME?

Influence of Godless Men Makes
Church Powerless.

THAT “OMNIOUS INDIFFERENCE."

ing Bishop.””

Editor Johnson of thy Christian En-
deavor, Jan, 25th says: “It is only In
place to demur at the ominous and
painful indifference of those who have
it largely in their power to remedy
the evils alluded to.” Of course he
refers to the bishops of the A. M. E.
church. “Ominous Indifference;" yes.
this Is just what I accuse them of.
They know full well that the church
is growing powerless, through the
blighting Influence of a lot of Godless
minitsers, who drink whiskey, destroy
| virtue, play the races, loot churches,
forge notes, give worthless checks to
the doilar money commitice 1o -sSup~
port big reports, etc., ete. ete. And
yet, with all this knowledge before
them, they are so very different that
the men who do these things are
never punished, or even lowered in
their assignments.

When the Bishops’ Council met in
Mobile, Ala, the January before the
last general conference they had be-
fore them a letter written by an elder
in good standing informing them that
in one city there were stationed in the
three principal A. M. E. churches two
drunkards and a basely Immoral man,
who had been provem guilty of adul-
tery. The writer stated further that
he was ready to furnish the evidence
tb any committee which the council
migh appoint to Investigate his state.
ments. He not only wrote this letter
to the couneil, but todeach of the
bishops previous to the session. Now,
1 admit at once that, technically, the
counecil had no authority in the case,
since each bishop is supreme in his
own district, But the same council
did appoint a bishop to go to New
Orleans to Jook into affairs there,
where Bishop Smith was losing some
members, who insisted on having &
drunkard for their pastor. Bishop
Smith bad dome just what any Chrits-
fan bishop should have done and the
council thought it awful because he
would lose a few members by such
action. But this accusation against
three pastors In one city was so small
a matter that they paid no attemtion
to it. When two of the bishops were
accosted about it they sald that the
majority of the bishops would not
stand by the prpsecution of those men,
and it would not be worth while to
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Bishop Smith a Victim—The Gang Sup-
ported—Bishop Shafler anu L.ee Lack
in Courage—Cases Cited—The “*Shout~

friend and foe alike. 1 never was
friendly to the election of Bishop
Smith, and | openly opposed his as-
signment to Lousiana, where I was
then stationed. My reasons were hon-
est and my fight was honerable. Per-
sonally he and I could not agree while
assoclated together there, nor do we
agree now. He condemns my manner
of trying to reform the church But
whatever were my objections to his

intimate association with him for the
izst six years have not supported my
fears about him. In all that time I
have never -had reason to doubt his
moral or religious character. [ believe
that by the grace of God he bas tri.
umphed over the faults which once
threatened his usefulness, and 1 am
certain that no man on the bench has
a stronger desire to set the church
right than he. More than that, he
has the moral courage to do his duty
when be sees it. That is the reason
why the corruptionists, on and off the
bench, are trying so hard to kill him.
He s a dangerous man to that ciass.
Now, there is Bishop Lee, a man
agalnst whose private life not a breath
of suspicion has even been whispered
a man of giant intellect and strong

he would be the man around whom
we could rally to make a fight for re-
form. Since the last general confer-
ence a personal letter was written to
him by an honorable elder in the
church, praying him to take hold of
the situation and try to set in motion
the renovation which would serve the

al courage to make the first move,
not ®ven to reply to the brothers let-
ter. There is Bishop Schaffer, s man
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election, 1 am happy to say that my -

personality, Some of us thought that'

church. But he did not have the mor-.
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